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A Message From Our CEO 

   

With the school year now in full swing for children, I want to take a 
moment to thank all the adults in their lives who are committed to their 
academic success, most especially you - our volunteer Big Brothers and 
Big Sisters.   Last year alone, because of your commitment to the 
betterment of your Littles, we have some remarkable accomplishments 

to celebrate: 98% of our Littles were promoted to the next grade; 97% of our high school 
seniors were promoted to the next grade; and 86% of those who graduated were accepted into 

college. 

   

So on behalf of our Littles and their successes, I thank you for stepping up and serving as 
incredible role models and mentors to our youth.  

As we look at the year ahead, we are working even harder than ever to continue motivating our 
Littles to strive for academic excellence and aspire for higher education. With the help of some 
critical community partners, we are able to expand our mission and provide a holistic approach 
to their education - an approach that includes parents, families, support staff, Bigs, and the 
schools. By doing so, we strive to improve our Littles' academic achievement and 
performance, increase families' and volunteers' involvement in their Littles' education, and 
develop education-focused partnership - all to help elementary, middle, and high school Littles 
develop grade appropriate skills. 

That's because we know from statistics that while 95% of all NYC high school students have 
college aspirations, the four-year college readiness rate for NYC is only about 31%. We want 
to bridge that gap by providing more youth with the tools necessary to better equip them for 
their futures. Our plan includes helping elementary school Littles regain their summer learning 
loss and begin to develop a lifelong love of reading by hosting read-out-loud groups; increase 
awareness of the high school application process and help ensure that our middle school 
Littles are prepared for the challenges of high school; and increase college awareness and 
readiness, participation in test prep programs, and improve our SAT and ACT test scores, 



therefore increasing college enrollment rates. 

And none of this work would be possible without our Bigs. You have answered the call and 
committed to making a difference, and I thank you for all that you do on behalf of the children 
we serve. 

  

 
 

  

 

 

What's the 'Big' Word? 

Contributed by Big Sister Angie 

   

When I first met Chelsea, I knew instantly that we were going to be a perfect match.  She ran 
up to me yelling "sister, sister!" and gave me a huge hug and drawing (the first of many) that 
she made just for me.  Her mom gave me a big smile.  I was in. 
  
Chelsea (named after "the President's daughter") was just seven years old when we first met.  
She is a charming, sweet-hearted girl who loves animals and has a great imagination.   She 
lives with her mom and her grandparents, who travel between NYC and Colombia often.   

 

The Sisters at Angie's wedding 
(L to R) Big Sis Angie, Lil Sis Chelsea, and "Biggest" Sis Emily 



  
I had been in NYC for 10 years, and being a transplant from the Midwest, I felt like there was a 
big void in my life.  My family was always a phone call away, but at times I felt the miles 
between us.  I had grandparents, but I saw them a few times a year, and I didn't get to help 
take care of them.  I had no nieces or nephews, and I was far away from the other kids in my 
family - they barely knew me when I'd show up for holidays.  I felt the need to have people of 
other ages in my life, someone who could throw me a few curve balls and shake up all the 
things I thought I knew about life. 
  
Through my experience at BBBS of NYC, I gained more than a little sister.  I also gained 
a family.   
  
When I was single, Chelsea's grandma would bust my chops for wearing sweatpants. She 
thought I needed to show more knee to attract the guys.  Her grandpa, who speaks limited 
English, always welcomes me with a warm smile and a few kind words.  Her mom talks to me 
like a friend and gives me advice like a mother.  And Chelsea? She is my little sister.  They 
are a family to me because, despite our differences, we care for each other and have a 
common goal - we all want what is best for Chelsea.   

  
When my older sister came to visit, I decided to introduce my big sister to my little sister, 
because I thought it would be good for Chelsea to see me as the little sister.  All we did was go 
to the park and get frozen yogurt, but we had a blast.  The 3 of us goofed-off, howled at the 
moon (which was nowhere in sight), and basically invented our own language before it was 
time to leave.  When we dropped her off with her mom, we were saying things like "holla dolla 
everybody, alriiiight" and "this little cutie is full of cutsies, okaaay".  Don't ask me what any of it 
means, for it was all done in the delirium of a good time.  
  
The first question people ask when they find out I'm a Big Sister is "well how long have you 
done that?"   They are usually expecting an answer of a few months or maybe a year.  When I 
say 5 years, most wonder how I deal with the commitment.   
  
The thing is, Chelsea has never been a commitment that I had to deal with; she is my 
sister and my friend.   
  
And like all the other important people in my life, making time for her is easy.  We've had so 
much fun and the years have flown by so quickly.  She's approaching 13 and is now starting to 
become a young woman.  Watching her grow up, and being a part of her life has been a gift.  
  
Like anything else, it isn't always sunshine and unicorns.  Though Chelsea has brought a lot 
more pink, sparkles, puppies and Little Pet Shops into my life, there have been a few tears 
along the way.  But I find those moments are like any other lasting relationship I've had - they 
made us stronger.  And at the end of the day we can laugh at them and know how far we've 
come together.  That's the most special part about our relationship - all the moments that 
belong just to the two of us.   
  

 
 

 

   

Putting it all in a 'Little' perspective.  

Every day, our Bigs do so many incredible things. They share moments with their Littles 
that may seem small at first, but it all adds up to something pretty significant.   



  
Contributed by Alumna Little Michelle 
  
I met Barbara approximately thirty years ago through the New York City's Big Brothers Big 
Sisters program.  At that time, I was a sixteen year old ward of the State residing in a group 
home in Brooklyn.  I had recently migrated to this country.  I was alienated from my family and 
essentially alone in a country and culture that were completely foreign to me.  As a result, I 
was clinically depressed and felt isolated.  Barbara was assigned to me as a Big Sister to help 
me cope with the turmoil that I was going  through.  

Once we met, Barbara and I bonded immediately.   

She introduced me to a new culture.  She taught me how to ride a bicycle, encouraged me to 
develop my hobby in photography, took me to museums, horseback riding, Central Park and 
introduced me to a whole new life.  Barbara became my best friend and a true sister.  We used 
to get a kick out of telling people that we were sisters and watching their confused reaction as 
they tried to figure out the relationship--- Barbara is an Italian American and I am Jamaican. 
Barbara cried with me during difficult times and she became my strongest advocate, confidant 
and cheerleader.   

Though her consistent guidance, nurturing and love, I became stronger and more 
confident.   

She encouraged me to pursue my goals in obtaining a Master's Degree in Social Work and 
eventually my law degree. I firmly believe that Barbara played a strong role in my successes 
and accomplishments.  Words will never adequately describe the extent of my gratitude to her 
for all that she has done for me.    

Michelle is now an Associate General Counsel in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  

 
 

 

 

Events 

  
150 Bigs and their Littles recently spent a magical day at 
MetLife Stadium in celebration of the 20th Annual Gridiron 
Games.  The day included child-friendly drills, instruction, 
and football games on the Stadium field, tours of the 
locker room, and a luncheon in one of the field level clubs, 
where they were joined by NFL stars and the Jets Flight 
Crew, as well as singer AJ Lehrman.   
  
In the afternoon, 16 top NYC law firms teamed up in a 
friendly competition of touch football.  Congratulations to 
this year's Champions - Fried Frank! 
  
To view photos of the event, visit:   
Grid Iron 2014  

http://www.frankroccophotography.com/bbbs-gridiron10-25-14


  

 

 

This past Saturday, five very special friends of BBBS of 

NYC joined the thousands of runners for the NYC 

marathon, collectively raising close to $16,000 for the 

agency. Congratulations to Michael, Beth, Brad, Jeff, and 

Zainab for completing this year's race! 

 

This year's top fundraiser was former Little Brother, 

Michael, (pictured left).  Michael credits his former Big 

Brother and Harvard graduate, Austin, for "unequivocally 

changing the course of his life" by expecting Michael to do 

great things and then supporting his efforts to meet those 

expectations.   

 

And Michael certainly is doing great things.  Even following in the footsteps of his Big, Michael 

is currently a part of the Class of 2016 at Harvard Business School!   

Austin must be so proud! 

  
  

Calling all artists! 

  
We are holding a design contest. Winners will have their work showcased across many 

different mediums during National Mentoring Month and receive a cash prize.  

  
For more details, please be sure to visit:  

BBBS of NYC Design Contest 
 
  
   

 

 

Do you have a special story to share about you and your 

Little and would like to contribute to our next newsletter?  

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001N-DSPDG7DAsexn0KKcH1O1SlHjnmLGe6aZy_Pdgj76j8CrCJmpAN-ZhAMwcKV9fOsFoxY1kbvIQ82g9-MHLGeL4RJT5U0g0Uok85Coq9MXm9BBxRd_nMe0Bl2zkEM26Gy9LJ2A7wfuv3yYhjIgfS2cnk25LX563DNFusV1o2RoDEz6dA5OSH7u_1nlW7z1rGvkEW_x91f6s=


We want to hear from you! 

  

Gerri Thomas, Director of Communications 

212.686.2042 

GThomas@bigsnyc.org 

STAY CONNECTED 
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