
BBBS NYC

 

Sidewalks of New York Dinner  
Scores Four Venerable Honorees

Eli Manning to Attend and Receive Award

New York Giants Quarterback Eli Manning will be among the honorees at the 
upcoming BBBS of NYC Sidewalks of New York fundraising gala at the Waldorf 
Astoria on Monday, April 14th. Joining Mr. Manning to receive recognition for 
outstanding leadership in the community and serving as a role model to youth, 
will be Brian L. Roberts, chairman and CEO of Comcast Corporation, Michelle 
Ebanks, president of Essence Communications and Angela Burt-Murray, Editor-
in-Chief of ESSENCE magazine. Find out more about this exciting evening.

 

“Littles” Act Out at BBBS of NYC

“I learn how to express myself and open up to people I 
don’t know,” explains 13-year-old Alexa from Brooklyn 
when describing what she gets out of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of New York City’s exciting new acting program. 
Two Saturdays per month, 20 Littles from various 
BBBS of NYC programs travel to BBBS of NYC’s 
offices on East 30th Street to participate in an 
incredible free acting class that teaches them not only 
acting skills, but life skills. Taught by Mary Rose Synek, a professional actor and drama teacher, the 
class is part of a program supported by the Broadway Bound Fund, created by John A. Jenkins. Click 
here to read more.
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BBBS NYC

You and Teenage Zombies Can Change  
the Lives of New York City Youth

In support of the upcoming Teenage Zombies videogame release, Ignition Entertainment is hosting a 
special cause marketing event benefiting the children served by BBBS of NYC at the Nintendo World 
Store in New York City on Saturday, April 12th, from noon to 4pm. Read more about how you can 
purchase the new game before it goes on sale to the public while also supporting BBBS of NYC.

 

Education Initiative Supports Youth  
for Long-Term Academic Success

With high dropout rates in the city’s under-served schools, BBBS of NYC has 
secured funding in order to offer youth and their families educational support. 
Launched at the beginning of the year, the Education Initiative was designed to 
help students participating in various mentoring programs to improve their 
academic success through an evaluation process designed to find areas they 
need the most support. For more about how this Education Initiative is helping 
Littles achieve their academic goals with the support of their parents and Bigs, 
click here.

 

Big Night Out Raises Big Bucks  
for BBBS of NYC

Nearly 900 young professionals tested their luck at the BBBS NYC’s annual 
“Big Night Out” at Cipriani 23rd Street on February 23rd. The black tie 
casino night fundraiser, hosted by BBBS of NYC’s Young Professionals 
Committee, helped to raise over $200,000 to support the organization’s 
mentoring programs. Read more about this fabulous night featuring top 
entertainment, food and prizes.
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Big Brothers Big Sisters of New York City

support BBBS of NYC’s mentoring programs.

Ticket prices range from $500 to $1,000, with sponsorship packages, 
including full tables and journal ads, starting at $10,000. For more 
information, call Mary Mack at 212-888-7003 or click here. 
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"Littles" Act Out at BBBS of NYC

"I learn how to express myself and open up to people I 
don’t know," explains 13-year-old Alexa from Brooklyn 
when describing what she gets out of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of New York City’s exciting new acting 
program. Two Saturdays per month, 20 Littles from 

various BBBS of NYC programs travel to BBBS of NYC’s offices on East 
30th Street to participate in an incredible free acting class that teaches them 
not only acting skills, but life skills. Taught by Mary Rose Synek, a 
professional actor and drama teacher, the class is part of a program 
supported by the Broadway Bound Fund, created by John A. Jenkins.

Jenkins formed the 
Broadway Bound Fund in 
honor of his close friend, 
Michael VerMeulen, a 
fellow journalist, editor 
and patron of the arts 
who recently passed 
away. Through the 
creation of the Broadway 
Bound Fund, John hopes 
to share Michael’s love of 
creativity and expression with youngsters. The program provides a learning 
environment that fosters self-confidence, discipline, and strengthens the 
participating youths’ collaborative abilities both in and out of the classroom.

"I feel free while I am here," comments 14-year old Kevin from Queens, 
adding "I learned how to show my emotions and really be able to act them 
out." The program began this past October, and in addition to bi-monthly 
classes, the Littles have enjoyed trips to see professional productions, 
including the hits “The Fantasticks” and "Gypsy." The class will culminate in 
a performance on Saturday, June 7 at 2:00 pm, which will be staged at the 
Royal Theater at the Producer’s Club in Manhattan. "This has been one of 
the most fulfilling teaching experiences I’ve ever had. It’s been fun to lead 
these students on a journey that awakens their own desires and 
sensibilities,"notes Synek.

Mary Rose Synek has a Master of Fine Arts in Theater and has taught and 
performed in NYC for 20 years. Her last production was a collaboration with 
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Big Brothers Big Sisters of New York City

Dana Zeller-Alexis at the 78th Street Theater Lab, On the Line.

Jenkins currently serves as the Senior Vice President & Publisher of CQ 
Press in Washington. For more information about the Broadway Bound 
Fund, which supports BBBS of NYC youth, go to: broadwayboundfund.org
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You and Teenage Zombies Can Change  
the Lives of New York City Youth

In support of the upcoming Teenage Zombies 
videogame release, Ignition Entertainment is 
hosting a special cause marketing event benefiting the children served by 
BBBS of NYC at the Nintendo World Store in New York City on Saturday, 
April 12th, from noon to 4pm. You can purchase the new game before it goes 
on sale to the public while also supporting BBBS of NYC.

On Saturday, April 12th, anyone who comes to the store, located at 10 
Rockefeller Plaza in Manhattan, will have an opportunity to purchase the 
much-anticipated new Nintendo DSTM game, Teenage Zombies: Invasion of 
the Alien Brain Thingys, before it becomes available to the general public on 
its scheduled release date of April 15th. Ignition Entertainment will donate 
ALL sales proceeds from the event to BBBS of NYC, with a minimum 
guarantee of $10,000. For more information visit, www.
teenagezombiesgame.com.
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Education Initiative Supports Youth for  
Long-Term Academic Success of BBBS of NYC Youth

With high dropout rates in the city’s 
under-served schools, BBBS of NYC 
has secured funding in order to offer 
youth and their families educational 
support. Launched at the beginning of 
the year, the Education Initiative was 
designed to help students 
participating in various mentoring 
programs to improve their academic 
success through an evaluation 
process designed to find areas they 
need the most support. 

With the help of three funding 
initiators, the Hummingbird 

Foundation, the Altman Foundation and HSBC Bank, BBBS of NYC has 
been able to hire an education specialist for a two-year pilot program aiming 
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Big Brothers Big Sisters of New York City

to serve 120 youth from the agency’s traditional mentoring department. An 
additional educational support program for youth who have been arrested is 
being funded by the Robin Hood Foundation.

At intake, students discuss the areas in which they need help, and parents 
communicate their degree of involvement with their child’s school and 
teachers. Bigs are also invited to attend the intake session to learn if there 
are areas in which they can support their Littles. After a complete evaluation 
of the student’s school performance, motivation and the parent’s support, the 
education specialist designs a service plan incorporating the Little, Big and 
Parent. The plan can include setting goals for attendance, strategies for the 
parent or Big to help the student with academic areas of concern, as well as 
providing information on outside agencies that offer support such as tutoring, 
SAT Prep, etc.

In addition to one-on-one sessions with 
the education specialist, which will 
continue on a quarterly basis, the 
Education Initiative incorporates 
ongoing weekend workshops geared 
toward parents, students and Bigs on a 
variety of topics. These include, among 
many others, helping to improve a 
child’s literacy (geared toward parents) 
as well as picking a high school 
(geared towards students and parents). 
A series of seminars entitled “Pathways 
to Higher Learning” are also available 
to BBBS of NYC youth and their Bigs, focusing on topics such as applying to 
college, obtaining scholarships, interview skills, resume writing and more. 

The “Pathways to Higher Learning” series, along with the Education Initiative, 
are both designed to improve the long-term academic and personal 
accomplishments of the youth served by BBBS of NYC, especially those who 
have been statistically proven to have the lowest overall academic 
achievement rates.

Parents, Littles and Bigs can contact their social workers for more 
information about the Education Initiative. To find out more about “Pathways 
to Higher Learning” workshops and other education-oriented seminars, 
contact csp@bigsnyc.org.
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Big Brothers Big Sisters of New York City
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Big Night Out Raises  
Big Bucks for BBBS of NYC

Nearly 900 young professionals tested 
their luck at the BBBS NYC’s annual 
“Big Night Out” at Cipriani 23rd Street 
on February 23rd. The black tie casino 
night fundraiser, hosted by BBBS of 
NYC’s Young Professionals 
Committee, helped to raise over 
$200,000 to support the organization’s 
mentoring programs. 

The non-stop entertainment included 
music from DJ Mode of Level V and 
Bungalow 8 in Manhattan and the Sky 
Bar in Miami. Guests enjoyed a wide 
selection of casino-style gambling 
tables, a Texas Hold 'Em Poker 
Tournament and a silent auction 
featuring more than 50 items including 
a sneaker autographed by New Jersey 
Nets player Vince Carter, a Dolce and 
Gabbana handbag, VIP tickets to a 
taping of "The View" and "Live with 
Regis and Kelly," a four night stay at 
the Malliouhana Hotel & Spa in 
Anguilla, and roundtrip tickets on US 
Airways. All guests received gift bags, 
courtesy of Steve Madden, containing 
a variety of products and discounts.

A premium open bar and a gourmet 
tasting menu added to the fun. "Big 
Night Out" sponsors included 
NASDAQ, Goldman Sachs, Weil 
Gotshal and Manges, BlackRock, 
Cahill, Gordon and Reindel, Aramark, 
FactSet Research Systems, Latham 
and Watkins, Shecky’s Media, 
Intralinks, HEI, JLK Creative, Brown 
Harris Stevens and US Airways.  
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